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I knew, exerted a strong influence upon His Majesty, owing
both to his connection with occultism and to his devotion to
Nicholas, not only as the Emperor, but also as a man, I
have reason to believe that the Grand Duke was familiar
with the substance of the treaty long before the Foreign
Minister, but I did not find that out till later. He listened
to me attentively and seemed to grasp the point that the
agreement was essentially a dishonourable act on the part
of His Majesty. Our task, I told him, was to secure His
Majesty's consent to the abrogation of the agreement, and
Count Lamsdorff would take care of the rest He promised
to discuss the matter with the Emperor.
The next man I happened upon was Minister Birilev,
whose signature decorated the Bjorke compact.
"Do you know, Sir," I asked him, "what you signed at
Bjorke?"
The Minister candidly confessed that he did not know-
"I do not deny," he explained, "that I signed some ap-
parently important document, but I haven't the slightest
notion what it was all about. This is how it all happened:
His Majesty summoned me to his stateroom and asked me
pointblank: T)o you believe me, Alexey Alexeyevich?'
Naturally, there could be but one answer. 'In that case/
His Majesty went on, 'sign this paper. It is signed, as you
see, by the German Emperor and myself and countersigned,
on Germany's side, by the proper official Now, the German
Emperor wants it to be countersigned by one of my Min-
isters.* Of course, I applied my signature to the paper."
Several days later I was summoned by the Emperor to
Peterhof. I found there the Grand Duke Nicholas and
Count Lamsdorff. His Majesty received us together, and
at this improvised conference it was decided that the Bjorke
agreement must be annulled. Though His Majesty keenly
felt the awkwardness of his position, he consented, after
some bickering, to the cancellation of the treaty and em*